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The Year Without a Summer
Introduction
The term “Year Without a Summer” refers to a period of adverse climate worsening of global range due to eruption of Mt. Tambora in April 1815 in Indonesia. It was a period characterized by disruption and temperatures to large weather systems, epidemic disease, and human communities across the world experienced failures as well as civil unrest on a deteriorated scale. This essay explores personal claims showing how favorable climate is fundamental to human survival by looking at the allegations raised by three sources namely, 1816, The Year without a summer, Frankenstein and Mary Shelley's Wet Ungenial Summer and Living with the Weather.
When Mary Shelley began writing, it was a time of phenomenal alteration in the social and productive systems of English society, in simple terms, the change we refer to as the “Industrial Revolution”. (Phillips 59). “Victor Frankenstein's workshop and the monstrous product which emerges from it symbolizes both the horrors of unrestrained technology and the hellish conditions now associated with the process of nineteenth-century industrial production itself.” (Phillips 60). Some critics argue that Shelley undermined the industrial, urban, and proletarian to turn back from an era of mutual obligation to a period before the formation of monsters under the industrial order, an era human was run by the natural. However, Ecocriticism is in a position to offer an alternative solution and easier explanation to meaning and genesis of Frankenstein. The claim is supported in the book "The Song of the Earth," published in 2000, by Jonathan Bate, the English ecocriticism creates an amazing but fulfilling claim that Byron's poem 'Darkness' as well as Keats's ode “To Autumn” were triggered by a volcanic eruption from Indonesia. 
During the so-called “Year Without a Summer”-which lasted for about three years, the harvests were destroyed because of frost, drought, and they were washed away by massive floods. Wood claims that many communities in Vermont lived on boiled nettles and hedgehogs while the peasants of Yunnan in China survived by sucking white clay. It was time when summer tourists flocked in France mistakenly described beggars crowding on the roads as armies on the march. Phillips's (65) purports that "During the year without a summer, overwhelming global populations survived on subsistence agriculture, living unstable lives from one harvest to another". Further, Wood cements the claim by positing, “Hunger-related diseases, including typhus and cholera, stalked the world from Italy to India, while the price of rice and bread, which were the world's staple foods at the moment skyrocketed without any substantial relief.” 
In the article 1816, The Year Without a Summer, Mary Shelley is quoted describing the world Tambora disaster that quickly found its way in Frankenstein as the scent of Alps in the combination of rain and wind. The cold was extreme, and all the villagers lamented about the spring season that had severely delayed. This was a letter written by Mary Shelley to her stepsister Fanny Imlay. In correspondence, Fanny showed her sympathy for the bad luck that Mary had encountered by saying that it was devastatingly rainy and dreary (Wood). One of the most vivid writings of Mary Shelley's was her second letter to Fanny about the crazed volcanic weather in 1816. Mary Shelley described the weather as a nearly perpetual rain that confines people in their houses. 
In the article Frankenstein and Mary Shelley's Wet Ungenial Summer, Phillips claims that the kind of storms that visited them was grander and highly terrific than he had ever witnessed. Phillips substantiates this by claiming that, “Jonathan Bate posits that weather is a fundamental sign of the inextricability of nature and culture. As a people, we cannot dare to alienate the question of environment in our daily endeavors, the running of the economy, in the political world, in anything related to our society and our lives in general. If we forget the issues of weather, nature has a habit of making us remember that it is there, the same way the monster, a natural force perverted by the ingenuity of human beings is frequently reminding Victor Frankenstein about his existence…” (Phillips 67).
The works Living with the Weather by Jonathan Bate writes that the decree of the government does not measure human happiness, is not rated by the politics of Fat Regent, and Fat Louis to whom Keats dismissively refers to in the same letter. According to Bate (440), there are more basic requirements, including clean water to wash and bathe, good weather, and unpolluted air to exercise. Therefore, Keats's area of residence in Margate, as well as the emergent discourse of ozone and sea-bathing, is important here. This claim is backed by the statement, “To autumn, which was written in September 1819, celebrates the fact that the previous three years of appalling weather and failed harvests had finally come to an end. The terrible summer and failed harvests of 1819, bad weather and poor harvests continuing in 1817 and 1818, led at last in 1819 to a good summer, a full harvest, beautiful autumn.” (Phillips 61). This is enough claim that actual good weather is a determinant of happiness in human life and what the weather provides no unnatural force can control as written as claimed; “…just like the December 26th Tsunami and the earthquake of Pakistan that occurred October 10th, 2005 remind us that we live in the world we do not control” (Phillips 67).
Looking at the three sources, I can come up with two claims. The first claim is that the devastation of weather and human suffering in Europe was caused by volcanic eruptions. For instance, “The eruption of Tambora volcano in Indonesia in 1815 killed some 80,000 people on the islands of Sumbwa and Lombok. It was the greatest eruption since 1500. The dust blasted into the stratosphere reduced the transparency of the atmosphere, filtered out the sun, and consequently lowered the surface temperatures. The effect lasted for three years, straining the growth capacity of life across the planet. Beginning in 1816, crop failure led to food riots, in nearly every country in Europe.” (Phillips 61). So, the eruption was responsible for bad weather that led to food shortage and riots. The second claim I can pose is that weather is a primary factor in all human activities ranging from cultivating food and moving from one place to another. Phillips's (65) support this claim stating that “When the weather did not allow their excursions after dinner-an an occurrence not infrequent during this very wet summer - the inmates of the cottage passed their evenings at Diodati and when the rain rendered it inconvenient for them to return home, remained there to sleep.” This shows how troublesome lousy weather can be hence end up hindering normal operations.
Conclusion
Having explored personal claims showing how favorable climate is fundamental to human survival by looking at the allegations raised by three sources namely, 1816, The Year Without a Summer, Frankenstein and Mary Shelley's Wet Ungenial Summer and Living with the Weather, it is clear that favorable climatic conditions to human survival are incomparable. The fact that the monster destroys everything created by the creator is similar to devastations; the weather was causing humanity. Just like the weather was destroying Swiss cottages, Germany vineyards, as well as English beauty points that had been held dearly by Mary Godwin, is the same destruction experienced from the monster (Phillips 63). Most of the beauties featured in the landscape were demonstrated in Frankenstein as culled mainly from the memories of Mary Shelley during various travels in Europe and the time when the sun was shining while cold and rain did not obscure everything on sight. The articles pose an important claim that conservation of environment is important for human survival. Frankenstein primarily shows the significance of the environment and nature.
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